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Time Session Title Speakers 

8:30-9:00 am Continental Breakfast  
9-9:10 am Opening Remarks Susan Meyn 

Director of Research Resources and Strategy 
VUMC Office of Research  
 

Chuck Sanders, PhD 
Associate Dean for Research 
Lange and Lyle Chair in Cardiovascular Research 
Professor of Biochemistry 
Vanderbilt School of Medicine Basic Sciences 
 

9:10-10 am 
 

Innovation: What it is and 
Why it is hard 

David Owens, MS, PhD 
Evans Family Executive Director, The Wond’ry 
Director, Vanderbilt Accelerator-Summer Business Institute 
Professor of the Practice of Engineering and Management 
Professor of the Practice of Teaching and Learning 
Associate Professor of Radiology and Radiological Sciences 
 

10-10:15 am Coffee Break  
10:15-11:15 am Managing the Difficult 

Conversation 
 

Pamela Brown, MS 
Director, Organizational Effectiveness Team, VU Human Resources 
 

11:15- 12:15 Core Connections:  
Internal services for cores 

Kendra Oliver, PhD- Website & Training Video Development 
Instructor, Department of Pharmacology, VU Drug Discovery Online 
Program 
 

Jody Hankins, PhD, MBA- What can CTTC do for Cores? 
Licensing Officer, Center for Technology Transfer & 
Commercialization 
 

12:15-1:15 pm Lunch  

1:15-2:15 pm Making Your Next Project A 
Winner: Tools and Techniques 
for Project Success 

Joe Rando, MBA 
Director, VU Managerial Studies Program 
Associate Professor, Management and Entrepreneurship  
 

2:15-3:15 pm Exploring Emotional 
Intelligence 

Robert Hullett, SPHR, SHRM-SCP 
Manager, Workforce Development, Learning & Development, 
VUMC Human Resources 
 

3:15-3:30 pm Retreat Wrap-Up Planning Committee 

3:30- 5 pm Networking Reception Group transitions to reception at the Vanderbilt Brain 
Institute (7140 MRBIII, Terrace) 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker bios and agenda available online 
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